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Statement on Senate Action on Social
Security Reform Legislation

March 22, 2000

I am pleased that the Senate has followed
the House in passing a measure to eliminate
the retirement earnings test for seniors. In
my 1999 State of the Union Address, I asked
Congress to work with me to end this con-
fusing and outdated policy that discourages
healthy senior citizens from continuing to
work past 65 if they choose to do so. I look
forward to opening a new era of opportunity
for older Americans by signing this measure
into law.

Eliminating the earnings limit is an impor-
tant first step in undertaking comprehensive
Social Security reform this year. The work
on the retirement earnings test shows that
Congress can work together to further the
people’s business. We should build on this
bipartisan spirit to make further progress on
Social Security. Last fall I sent Congress leg-
islation that would use the benefits of debt
reduction to extend the life of Social Security
to the middle of the next century. Today I
call on Congress to work with me on this
simple plan to extend the solvency of Social
Security while strengthening benefits to re-
duce poverty among elderly women.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
National Endowment for the
Humanities

March 22, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the 1998 annual
report of the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH), the Federal agency
charged with advancing knowledge and pub-
lic education in the humanities. Throughout
1998, the agency provided crucial support to
hundreds of research and educational
projects throughout the United States and its
territories. The Endowment also provided
grants to innovative educational projects em-
ploying the latest computer technologies, as
well as to efforts to preserve library and ar-
chival resources and make such resources
available to schools, scholars, and citizens.

Mar. 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

In 1998, the NEH continued to exercise
leadership in applying technology to the hu-
manities. The Endowment launched Schools
for a New Millennium, a program that pro-
vides funding to schools to further human-
ities education through the creative use of
new technologies. In Lawrence, Kansas, one
Schools for a New Millennium project is
digitizing photographs and historical docu-
ments for use in junior high classrooms. The
Endowment also extended its Internet strat-
egy by expanding its EDSITEment project
in partnership with the Council of Great City
Schools and MCI WorldCom, more than
doubling the number of high quality human-
ities sites available to students and teachers.

I am especially pleased by another of the
agency’s partnerships employing both the
Internet and traditional broadcasting. The
Endowment is partnering with the White
House Millennium Council on the presen-
tation of “Millennium Evenings at the White
House,” a series of showcase events that ex-
plore the ideas and creativity of the American
people on the eve of a new millennium.
These programs feature prominent scholars
and creative thinkers and are accessible to
the public by satellite and cable broadcasts,
and many State humanities councils are co-
ordinating local downlink sites. With support
from SUN Microsystems, these lectures and
discussions are cybercast live from the East
Room in the White House. Viewers can sub-
mit questions via the Internet to the guest
speaker or to the First Lady and me.

The NEH is well-known for its support of
documentary films based on a collaboration
between filmmakers and humanities schol-
ars. In 1998, the Endowment maintained this
tradition of excellence with its support of
Eleanor Roosevelt, which drew upon out-
standing new historical scholarship, archival
films, photographs, and first-hand testi-
monies to paint a vivid portrait of one of
America’s most outstanding women.

The Endowment’s grants also addressed
the long-term needs of the Nation’s cultural
and academic institutions. In 1998, the NEH
created a special program designed to aid the
Nation’s public libraries in serving the public
with humanities programming. Among the
institutions aided in 1998 by Challenge
Grants was the African American Research
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Library and Cultural Center, a new facility
created by the Broward County Public Li-
brary to serve Broward County’s growing and
diverse population.

Through its Preservation Programs, the
NEH is preserving the content of hundreds
of thousands of brittle books, periodicals, and
American newspapers—priceless sources for
present and future historians and scholars.
The Endowment’s initiative to save much
materials is now entering its tenth year, and
will preserve nearly a million books and peri-
odicals by the time it is completed. The U.S.
Newspaper Project, an equally important ef-
fort to microfilm historic newspapers, is cre-
ating a comprehensive national database for
scholars, students, and citizens who wish to
research their community’s history.

In November 1998, the First lady and I
joined the Endowment in honoring at the
White House nine distinguished Americans
with the National Medal of the Humanities.
Through these awards and its grants pro-
grams, the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities recognizes and promotes out-
standing efforts to deepen public awareness
and understanding of the humanities.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 22, 2000.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Reports of the
National Science Foundation

March 22, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by the provisions of section
3(f) of the National Science Foundation Act
of 1950, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1862(f)), I
transmit herewith the combined annual re-
ports of the National Science Foundation for
fiscal years 1996-1997, and the annual report
for fiscal year 1998.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 22, 2000.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the International Plant Protection
Convention With Documentation

March 23, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to acceptance, I trans-
mit herewith the revised International Plant
Protection Convention (IPPC), adopted at
the Conference of the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations
at Rome on November 17, 1997. In accord-
ance with Article XIII of the existing IPPC,
the revised text will enter into force for all
contracting parties 30 days after acceptance
by two-thirds of the contracting parties.

The revisions are designed to bring the
IPPC into line with modern practices and
concepts, and to establish new mechanisms
to promote the development and adoption
of international phytosanitary standards.

It is my hope that the Senate will give
prompt and favorable consideration to this
Convention, and give its advice and consent
to acceptance by the United States, subject
to the two proposed understandings set forth
in the accompanying report, at the earliest
possible date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 23, 2000.

Remarks in a Discussion With
Members of a Dairy Cooperative in
Nayla Village, India

March 23, 2000

The President. But one thing I think is
important to mention, though. You talked
about with the dairy cooperatives, how you've
now computerized all your transactions.
Well, the computer can be anywhere. And
that means that all kinds of jobs can now be
in small rural villages everywhere in the
world which before could only be in cities.
But in order to have them, people have to
have a certain level of education and a certain
level of credit.

And I think that people should think more
about what other kinds of jobs computers



